
THE M'KENNA MURDER.

TESTIMONY FOR THE OEFEKCE CLOSED.

Summing Up of Counsel fbr the
Defence and Prosecution.

JUDGE BARRETT'S CHARGE.

Waiting for the Verdiot.
Scones in Court.

Adjournment of the Court Till Eleven
o'Clock To-Day.

The court room of the Oyer and Terminer was
crowded yesterday, It being understood tbat the
trial of Coroner Richard Croker, ior the shooting
of John McKenna on tbe morning ol tbe 3d of No¬
vember last, would be certainly given to tbe Jury
und a verdict rendered. This proved to be tbe fact.
Tbe closing testimony for tbe defence was brief, la
consequence, In fact, or several witnesses laving,
lor some reason or other, absented themselves or
not appearing wben called (or. Tbts, which under
other circumstances might have been very em¬
barrassing to tne defence, was not in
this case thought to be or serious moment,
a* the prisoner's counsel Intimated tbat they
were as well prepared to rest their case then
as at any otner time. This conclusion
seemed to be one in which tbe mass or spectators
themselves coucurrcd, ror tbe unanimous Impres¬
sion was that the prosecution bad failed In their
case, and that the defence bad already proved
conclusively that the fatal shot by which the unfor¬
tunate McKenna was Killed was not and could not
have been tired by Croker, from the fact that tbe
greai preponderance of the testimony exculpated
him; in tact that be was ebtireiy unarmed on that
day, and that wben the shot was flred by which
McKenna lell, he was eng&fed with O'Brien or in
the hands or toe police. Ilowever, the defence
rested, and then tbe doty of summing up after a
recess was proceeded with.
Close of the evidence for the defence.

TESTIMONY OP LAWBENCB O'BRIEN.
Lawrence O'Brien, of No. 801 East Tblity-first

street a plasterer, testified that ne was going to
bis work on the morning oi the shooting; be saw
tbe disturbance, and got as near tbe two prlncl-
pals as he could get: he saw O'Brien strike Croker
and Croker strike back; he turned aroand alter
this In time to see a man near tbe car track pull
out a pistol and lire the first shot; other shots fou
lowed with great rapidity; at the moment of the
first shot he conld not see Croker,

BUT CROKER DID NOT FtBE THE 8H0T?
It was a strange man; when Croker struck back
at O'Brien he had nothing In his bands; when
tbe firing began every one commenced to rnn,
and witness dodged into a liquor saloon to escape
danger; witness is not a relative or tbe O'Briens
actively connected with the trial. j
Cross-examined.I don't know at what shot It

was that McKenna lell; I don't know whether
Croker fired a shot; did not Bee O'Brien and
Croker fight after the shoottng commenced.
To the Court.O'Brien struck tbe prisoner some¬

where about tne bead.likely on the rorehead;
O'Brien struck out with his right haud, then
Croker staggered back, as it were.

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS I.ALLY.
Thomas Lally, of No. 840 East Thirty-fourth

*treet, a laboring man, saidKnew tbe defendant
and knew James O'Brien; be rememberedBome
unusual occurrences that took place in
Second avenue on the morning of elec¬
tion; he saw Croner and O'Brien were
exchanging some pretty hard words;
O'Brien struck Croicer and the- latter returned
tbe compliment; when Croker bit O'Brien he
bad nothing in his band; wben the officer was
between the two men a pistol shot was fired; did
not see anybody lail, but saw them carrying
McKenna to the drug store; was watching Croker's
bands, and saw no pistol In them.
Cross-examined briefly ana dismissed.
Mr. Fellows at this stage round he bad no more

witnesses to go on with. He said that he would
have to ask the harsher intervention of the Court
to compel the witnesses to present themselves, as
counsel had exhausted all the means at their dis¬
posal lo force the attendance or the parties
wr.Dted. Alter watting a lew momenta.
Thomas Keeley, cleric to one or the deputy sher¬

iffs in the SherlU's office, .appeared and testified.
Had known Johu McKenna in ins life time.
Mr. Clinton informed the Court that he proposed

to prove ihat the night oelore the election Mc¬
Kenna had assaulted the wltne-s in a brutal and
outrageous manner, making tne remark that that
was the way In which he would serve Croker and
bis friends the next day. The derence wanted
to show, li the Court pleased, the ruffianly char¬
acter ol McKenna.
Tne Court.Well, if Croker did not Are the faial

shot, what on earth Is the use oi showing the
character of McKenna?
Alter some cross out harmless shooting by conn-

sel Mr. Clinton withdrew bis Oder, and the trial
proceeded in order.

TESTIMONY OP RICHARD L. JOHNSON.
Richard L. Johnson, oi No. Ola Second avenue,

was sworn:.He saw the occurrence on Secon.i
avenue irom a window in hia house; lie saw
O'Brien and croker meet; O'Brien came from
Thirty-fourth street and Croker from the direction
of Thirty-third street; there seemed to be an al¬
tercation, and both men apparently were excited;
Croker gradually moved up toward TUirty-fourih
street, lollowed by O'Brien; when the parties ha«l
moved along a little O'Brien struck; tne police
rushed lu and he saw duos used; Immediately
.iter this pistols were flred; at :lie second shot a
man fell, with his head toward his (witness')
house: he saw a rather One looking man fire three
¦hots from the railroad track; he was coram ibat
neither O'Brien nor croker bad pistols.
Mr. Fellows here took out his watch and asked

that perfect silence reign lor the space of one
minute tbat the jury, the court aud counsel might
lorm an idea oi the space or time in which all the
violent occurences of that morning might he ac¬
curately ascertained. The wituess listened tor
the minute, as every one did in luct, and con¬
cluded to tell counsel that all tne trouble was
tn the minute's time.
The cross-examination did not materially change

the evidence given t>u the direct txatuiuauou of
tho witness.
Some delay here lollowed through the absence

of the witnesses that were called.
Judge Barrett said:.Gentlemen, tins case must

proceed; we nave thejury waiting all this time.
Mr. Fellows pleaded the inability of counsel to

get the witnesses to court. In the mount line a
witness named Feeney, wbo had been examined
brieny before, was recalled and asked some fur¬
ther questions. The court asked the names of
the contumacious witnesses, and granted attach¬
ments to compel their attendance.

PATRICK J-'KKNKY ON TllE STAND.
Patrick feeney testillert that be was between

Thirty-third and Tulity-fuurth streets all of elec¬
tion day; he was there tn the interest of a
friend, working lor Barney Bigliu, the can¬
didate lor Assembly: lie saw the trouble be¬
tween O'Brieu and Croker; heard them
naing hard words and saw them hail clinch;
they struck each other, O'Brien striking first;
George uickey struck at the same time with Cro¬
ker, aiming at O'Brien, but tie did not reach him:
a tall policeman cainc upou the scene and pushed
the prisoner out into the street; nearct tne shots
afterward, and saw the man staggor and fall*,
Croker at the time was between the up and down,
town tracks tn inirty-iourth street, in charge or
the tall policeman.

TDK DBFKNCR RK*T9.
The defence lure rested their case, as they

could not do anything else, having no more wit*
uchscs. There were other witnesses, whose testi¬
mony was merely cumulative, but as they did not
attend tbey rested.

District Attorney Phelps conceded here that the
ball that caused tne death oi McKenna did not
come irom the pistol produced In court, abd which
was taken from Sheridan.
A recess was then taken. At three o'clock the

Court reassembled.
SCMMINO VP TO* TH* DKFKWCt.

Mr. Clinton proceeded to address toe jury. Ho
went over the testimony or the various witnesses
lor and against the prisoner. He contended that
even the testimony ror the prosecution rtgnnyconstrued, proved that Coroner croker aid not fire
the fatal shot by which John McKenna relL out of
some twenty witnesses but one, J&mcs O'Brien,M flrei1 fcn<l 'bat witness the one of

- all otbers most likely to be contused and unob¬
servant. No one proved that Croker is a dastard
w no would turn rrom the well directed blows orbis assailant and coolly shoot down a man whombe never saw before; never heard or. Werethere no other witness but James O'Brienthe case for the deience would bemade out rrom a portion or it, for he says, "I had
niy eye on Croker, because lie was arter me allthe nine,'' which was true, for they were the con-testants. and neither could take his eye off tneother nntll the affray was over, and Croker couldaot torn awav from bis tuumJixat to shoot down

knottier man. O'Brien iwore that be did not
strike Croker; bin own witness, Downey, says be
did. Tbere la uot a scintilla oi evidence In the
cane, apart from the testimony of James O'Brien,
that Croker used any violence except with hU
fists. ir the ueieuce reated the eaae on (be evi-
deuce of tne prosecution it would have been tn«
dur; of the jury to acquit, but they desired to
vindicate a loutly traduced man; aud well
would It be It the city bad more offi¬
cial* who would aee to It by every fair
means that the ballot abould be protected
from violence and fraud. Counsel then took
up the testimony for the defence, and said
they were uot oound to prove who Killed McKenna.
yet tliey had done so; they did not identity the
man by name, out tiwy proved by their witnesses
mat a man other than Croker and irom another
location oid Are It. What motive coniu those men
have lor ^wearing beiore their God to the fact r
What motive could Influence more powerfully the
mind ot James O'Brien, the solitary witness wbo
swears to the opposite, than that of getting rid of
such a powerful adversary f The next branch
ot the argument entered upon was that
from the reliable evidence in tne case tne
accused could not nave fired that shot,
could not, with McKenna's left side to him, have
inflicteJ that wouud a little to the back of the
rijiht ear. Nine tenths of the witnesses prove
that tue accused did not fire, that the man old
nothing*but ma duty, and yet, with one solitary
witness to swear that the accused coolly and de¬
liberately shot down an innocent man. the Orand
Jury indict him and be la thrown into prison, irom
which he came after his clamor and demaud for a
speedy trial, to submit the case to a jury. The de¬
fence called men ot both political parties, among
them Mr. Blglin, brother of the present member
01 Assembly, and he swears that the defendant
baa no pistol, aud Mr. Biglln is a mend of both
Croker and O'Brien. Numerous other disinter¬
ested witnesses gave similar testimony, and it was
proved beyond peradvenmrc that Coroner Croker
was as Innocent of that crime as his Honor on the
Bench.
Mr. Clinton spoke for an boor and forty-Are

minutes.
Sl'liHINO VT FOB THE PROSECITTION.

District Attorney Phelps then proceeded to ad¬
dress the Jury. He said:.It is no part of my
lunctions to say anything wnich may arouse
passion or prejudice in your minds. Tbe auty of
tbe public prosecutor snould be discharged with¬
out passion or prejudice; without resort to the
arts ol ih9 advocate or tbe tricks allowable in
forensic contests, aud if there shall be anything In
the arguments wnich 1 ahull have to lay bejoie you
betraying tne earnestness whtcii would be pardon¬
able in tbe advocate 1 trust that yon will disre-

f:ard it. 1 seek to discbarge the duty which the
aw devolves upon me, to lay beiore yon as plainly
as 1 can the tacts developed in this evi¬
dence, and to assist you, if possible, in
arriving at a conclusion. 1 have no feelings to
gratify, no desires to be carried out. 1 seek the
conviction of no man, I seek the punishment of-
no man, I use nothing but that we may all be
guided in tbe exercise oi our best judgment aud
Intelligence to the dweovery ol the trnth relative
to tbe unhappy tragedy which it is our misiortune
to have to Investigate. Counsel then set out by
conceding that the case was nov one of murder in
tbe first degree, and, in reply to the abuse oi the
friends of O'Brien, ne asked wbo was It that set
out with a band of men, stationing them here and
there lu tbe district ? Wbo were there armed
lor bloody deed?, prepared to deal death
and destrhctlon to ail who opposed them T
With the exception of the prisoner and his Imme¬
diate friends, there was not a particle of evidence
that any one was there armed and ready lor
bloody deeds, except the pnsonei uml bis imme¬
diate adherents, Sheridan and the llickeys. Tue
latter did not fire the fatal shot, were not in a po¬
sition to do it. McKenua was a friend or O'Brien,
rushing to bis aid, and ne fell in bis tracks, close
beside Croker, or between him and O'Brien. The
first man accused was croker, tbe first man on
whom tbe officer laid his hand was Croker. If
another man fired the shot why did not the wit-
ness cry ont, "Tbe man that did It has run away?"
Why did the officer immediately proceed to
search blm, and to search blin a
second time at the station t No pistol
was found with bira, out Henry Hlckey
had a pistol displayed in signt of tbe officer, and
when be was searched none was round with him.
Counsel laid stress on the ract that O'Brien, at tbe
station bouse and in presence of the officers,
charged the prisoner with murder, and no evi'
dence was produced to contradict this, and that
one of the witnesses for the defence testified that
O'Brien called ont to the officer, "Arrest the
murderer." He said the jury had to pass upon a
question affecting the lair fame of tbe state and
tbe tree Institutions we cberish, and concluded,
after nearly an hour and a hall, by exhorting the
juiy to a firm and tearless discharge of their duty.
T.;e speech was a remarkably calm, able and ar¬
gumentative one.

JUDGE BARRETT'S CHARGE.
Jndge Barrett then proceeded with bis charge to

the Jury. He said:.
Gentlemen of the jury.The first and most

important question yon have to determine in ilns
case is whether the prisoner at the bar fired the
latal shot which caused the death of John Mc-
Kenna. There are other questions to which I will
refer presently; but that is the first and most im-
portaut one, because ir be did no*, flic that fatal
snot he is entitl ed to acquittal. ir he did fire mat
shot, then there are considerations as to the degree
oi guilt, to which 1 shall presently advert. It has
been said that this was in the nature of a political
brawl; that it was one of those matters in which
it was ditiicmt to set at the bottom 01 them, to
get at the truth of them, and where mnch mignt
be said with reference to conflicting passions and
interests. In my judgment, it is of as mncu im¬
portance, 11 not more, to solve the problem of
guilt or innocence arising oat of a political brawl
as any other fracas or disturbance oi the peace;
because it is an extraordinary disturbance or the
peace, it is extraordinary irom the fact that it
tends to lessen not only the general security but
the special security oi people desiring to exercise
their right of expressing their wishes at the polls;
it Is of the utmost importance in a com¬
munity that there should not only be
ireedotn of election, hut that there should
be freedom from corruption, and that there should
be special iroedom from violence. That is a propo¬
sition to which all goou men ought to give their
as-rnt, )>c they of whatever political parties they
may; and we ought to irown down any attempt at
violence on the part oi those who are associated
with us In politics, those with whom we sympa¬
thize on general political questions. We ought,
as I said, to frown down acts or violence on their
part, if possible, more 4 severely than' acts of
violence on the part of those who are opposed to
us, becance our sense of justice comes lu
as well as our sense of indignation
against wrong, and it will be a happy day
when ail parties shall desire to see elections pass
otr freely, not only with reference to honesty and
purity, but with absolute freedom as rar as anv
questions of violence are conccmed. These
assertions arc purely of a general character and
have no reference to the surroundings oi this case.
Now, it was claimed here by the learned counsel
tor tue defence that disturbances had tanen place
prior to this occurrence on the morniug of the
election. It was claimed that these disturbances
were in the interest of one political candidate;
that there was a settled plan, by means
of disturbance and violence, to bring about
a particular result, aud that the prisoner
at the oar was simply discharging ft duty which he
owed to his party, by offering sucn resistance, or
by Intending to offer such resistance as might be
proper and appropriate in view of those occur-
rences. It seem* to me that these elements of
this case ought to be withdrawn entirely froth
your consideration, for two reasons. In the first
place there is no evidence oi any such exist¬
ing settled plan of creating disturbances tor a par¬
ticular purpose. We have evidence that a man
named Casey was beaten beiore this occurrence,
and that there was some other flight aistaroance,
but no evidence that on either oi these occa¬
sions weapons were used, or that there
was anything extraordinary in the character of
the violence, and certaiuly no evidence of any
preconcerted design or plan to frustrate the pur¬
pose of the electors by means of aujk suolt vio¬
lence. But there (s another reason. The prisoner
does not put htmaeii on that aa a deience, that
having heard oi deeds of violence he went about
for the purpose of patting a stop to it and, finding
that such deeds were perpetrated, had in seli-de-
lenre fired that shot, or thai he lor the purpose of
protecting his party flred ttiis shot; on the con-
t;ary, be says he did not fire the shot at all, so it
Is very evident that the matters to which f have
called your attention, and which were vehe¬
mently. passionately pressed up^u you, ought to
be eliminated from your consideration. The ques¬
tion Is reduced to simply whether he fired the
latal shot at »ll, not whether he was justified, and
there were considerations which rendered it
proper lor him to fire. There is nothing oi that
sort in this case, bur simply whether he did fire
the ratal snot. He plants inuiseir on the position
that ne did not fire tue shot and did not have a
pistol, and that Is the question before you, and
that only, in the first lustauce. Now, there is nn
immense mass of conflicting testimony, at least
seemingly conflicting . and it is tor you
to say whether it Is substantially
conflicting on the main point or not; but there are
tome tacts about which there is no conflict, and
one of them is this:.ft Is an undoubted fact that
the very origin of the affair, the absolute com¬
mencement ol it, all emanated irom the prisoner
himself; that is, he, in company with the two
Hickeys and Sheridan, met Borst and Uosteiio. lie
threatened Borst; substantially flirecte j Llm tv
get out of the district; told him if hed.dn'tdoso
lie would get Into the Mate Prison. Now that was
the origin of the affair. It commenced at that
point, and 1 am bound to say to you that the prls-
oner i:ad no right to take any such position as
to Borst. We have no evidence that either
Borst or Costello had done any act oi violence
tt(9t morning to justify any such species of hector-
tnjrou the part of tha defendant; he assumed a
function in ordering the man out of the district
which he nad no legal right to do. Borst ana cos-
teilo bad a right to be there, whether they lived
In the district or uot, as long as tliey behaved
themselves decently and violated no law. Theyhad a right, if ttioy had friends in that district,
and they do not live there, to solicit their Votes in
any proper manner; there it no law which renders
It Improper; a violation of the peace or other¬
wise inoorrect for a citizen to remove from hia
owu district, or go Utto another where ne tninks
lie may exercise proper influence, any more
than an orator may come irom the West and
speak in the Cooper Institute on behalf or any can¬
didate. It is legitimate and proper as long aa it is
confined to the lawiul and proper increase or in¬
fluence. Now, It is also ah undoubted met.that is,
there is no evidence to the contrary.that Borst
and costello and the two O'Briens were unarmed.
It is eqnafly an aniloubted fact that the two
Hickeya and Bherklan, who were tn the Im¬
mediate nompasr of the prisoner were arjped.

There is no evidence that the prisoner wm aware
of that lact; no evidence that he knew they were
armed prior to their lading out their pistols.
Thene men met Borat and Costello; wnatever their
secret purpose may have been we know not;
wuether lawful or unlawful we mow not. As iar
as the evidence is coucemed. as far an it ought to
appear 10 the prisoner at me bar, they
were doing nothing at that moment unlaw¬
ful; that Is the posture of events when O'Brien
arrived. Bornt says that, tearing a disturbance,
he beckoned to O'Brien and o'Bricu came up, and
from that point begins the conflict.a conflict as
to whether O'Brien strnck Orst.a conn ct as to
who tired the first shot, the second or third shot.
all alter that is involved in conflict and in the em¬
barrassment attending an exciting scene with a
great uuinoer of witnesses, who were themselves
excited. The other fact about winch there la uo
doubt la that the two Hlckeys and Sshendau were
armed, and that at least one of their pistols uaa
been made away with alter this occurrence or
during it; because It is an undoubted lact on the
testimony that there were three pistols,
each Hickey and Snernian having one,
and It is an nudoubted fact that
two were taken away at the station house.
one from Oeor^e Ulckey and one Irom Sheridan.
bo that the pistol winch Ueory Hickey bad was
removed; and if yon believe the testimonv, ft wit¬
ness wUo Bald that bheridan flred three shots,
then bis pistol was also made away with, because
the pistol finally discovered had but one chamber
empty; that is if tne pwtol token away irom nlm
had but one chamber discharged; it not, then It
must have been that one bad two pistols, but in
any other instance but one of the three pistols
was removed; so that If you believe three shots
were fired by Sheridan then two pistols must have
been made away wltn. Now It appears that In the
station house an accusation of murder was mads,
and n appears that the witness Craig came run¬
ning In and made an accusation that the
prisoner had killed his cousin, McKeuua.that
in, if you believe the testimony of the
witness, Craig says that he never made use of the
word "cousin;" and It would anpear from the
testimony ot that witness that an accusation or
murder was made. Now all the rest, except the
circumstances to whlcli I have culled your atten¬
tion Is In conflict, and all the observation 1 have
to make about that is this.you are the final
arbiters In reference to the credibility or the wit¬
nesses. It does not lollow that the preponder¬
ance of evidence depends upon the quan¬
tity of witnesses. A Jury may believe
the testimony of one witness against the
testimony of a dozen, provided the twelve wit*
nesses had not testifled to a story which Is credi¬
ble in Itself, or winch uy the light of the surround¬
ing circumstances cannot be believed. Vou are
to Jndge of the witnesses by their appearance
upon the stand, their manner of giving their tes¬
timony, their seeming frankness or otherwise,
their seeming intelligence or otherwise, their
seeming honesty or otherwise. It by no means
follows that witnesses commit perjury because
twenty or thirty Uavlug seen an occurrence
differ in reference to some facts. On
the contrary, that suspicion would be more apt to
be raised in reference to the witnesses if they all
dvd agree about the details. If a host of witnesses
having seen au occurrence shall come lu and tell
tne Court and Jnry a story which doee not deviate
a hairin Vfielr account, It would be. in my Judg¬
ment, a very suspicious circumstance, as tending
to show that the men had been schooled together
and induced to give their testimony in a partic¬
ular manner, and nad not been left to those na¬
tural ifr.periectlons which attend us all. if we
are leic to those Imperfections to which 1
have referred, it invariably happens that there is
always some doubt thrown upon some facts by
witnesses, and that there is always conflict lu ref-
eren-e to minor details of the case. It is natural

r it should be so. The question lor you, then, will be
as to the credibility oi the witnesses, whether
their stories in your judgment as sensible, lutelii-
gent men, are plausible and reasonable, and credi¬
ble and in harmonv with the undoubted lacts of
the case. It is as I have Bald, then,
reduced to this.not the quantity neces¬
sarily, but the quality of the evidence.
Quantity la of importance where all other things
are equal. It generally happens, alter all, that no
matter what the quantity or quality of the evt-
dence is, when it is sifted bv the jury, they,
bpeaking irom an enlightened reason and tue
honest dictates of their hearts, arrive at a
conclusion as to what is most reasonable, natural
and plausible as to the one great main fact, which
in each case Is to be got at. And that one great,
main lact here is whether the prisoner at the bar
fired tne latal shot or not. Incidentally to that,
and In a measure likely to determine it,
1b the question whether he had a pistol or not. if
you beileve he had It is one circumstance in the
ohaln ol evidence against him. If he had uo pistol
at all on that occasiou he Is absolutely entitled to
acquittal, because lie could not fire tne shot with¬
out one. If he had a pistol it does not absolutely
lollow that he flred the shot; but If he had a pistol
and concealed it thut would be a circumstance to
be weighed by you. and you have to ask yourselves
the question, whether It would be likely If a
person had a pistol, 11 he had not discharged
It, he would have made away with It.
Now, gentleinon, if von come to the conclusion
that the prisoner at the bar had uo pistol and did
not Ore the latal shot he is entitled to an acquittal
at your hands. If you come to the conclusion that
lie did fire the fatal sbot the question ttieu arises
as to the measure ol h's guilt. I leel bound to say
to you that under no circumstance is this a case or
murder In the first degree. There is nothing
whatever in the evidence to Justify the Ideatuat tne
latal shot was fired with a deliberate and premedi¬
tated purpose, such as the law requires and de¬
mands beiore that verdict can be reudered. The
question, tnen, arises, Was it murder in the sec¬
ond degree T The law savs that murder
in the second degree is when perpetrated
irom a deliberate and premeditated design
to the death of the person killed or
of any human being. Formerly the law only re¬
quired the prosecution to show a premeditated de¬
sign. and tue court held that If a nfan intended or
designed oil the instant he flred it was premedl-
tatert and men were executed who had lormed uo
previous deliberate purpose. That law was
amended b> inserting the word "deliberate," with
the view of putting Mi end to convictions for mur¬
der in the first degree where the purpose was con-
temponvaeous witti the firing, w&qre .tton had
been no elements or previous malice or anything
that indicated deliberation. Murder in the second
degree.such killing, unless It be murder In the
first degree, where perpetrated intentionally,
but without premeditation or deliberation.
It you come to the conclusion that he fired tue
lat'ai shot then you are to address yourself to the
question ol intent. Was It ins intention to take
the Ufo of McKenna? Vou are the exclusive
Judges of intern. The law no longer Infers intent
as a legai interference; it is always an lnterfer-
encc of lact lor the jury. It the pilsoner did fire
the fatal shot, and did flre It at the head ol the
deceased, it Is lor you to say whether or not he in-
tended to take life. If you should come to the
conclusion that It was intended to Uke McKenna's
Ute u will be a case ol murder lu the second de-
gree. If the shot was flred without intent it
would be a case of manslaughter in tue
third degree, which is defined by law
as the killing of another in the heat
of passion by a dangerous weapon, with the
design to take life, thus providing :or a case
where death ensued, hut where there was uo in-
tent io take life at tiie time it happened, liie
case conies to this, If the prisoner at the bar did
not flre the fatal shot which caused the death of
McKenua he is entitled to your verdict of not
gulltyt'lt ne did ore-that shot, aud with the intent
to take the llie of John McKenna, your verdict
should be murder iu the second degree; 11 ne flred
the shot in the heat of passion, without intent to
take the life oi John McKenna, your verdict should
bo manslaughter in the third degree. These are
all the observations 1 think it necessary or im¬
portant to make to you, with the exception of one
other. The prisoner is entitled to the benefit, in
all cases, oi a reasonable doubt iu the minds of the
jury. I need not say to you that It must be
a reasonable douot, a doubt that la born
of tion63f, earnest and serloua thought in all
cases, and on a case like the present as much as
any other. The doubt must not be capricious or
unreasonable or light; it must not be the result of
carelessness or intellectual ludoience or thought-
lessness, but must be the result oi sober, earnest,
tliougntiul analysis of the evidence. If, alter the
jury have given attention to the case, they as
honest, enlightened and intelligent men, shouldI l>e unable to arrive at a rational conclusion, satis-
factory to their minds and consciences, they are
nound to give the prisoner the benefit ol that
reasonable 'JUS ca_?c is now lu your hands,
it is all important that a tesult should be armed
at, important to this pilsoner that lie should
have speedily Ills liberty 11 he is innocent; import¬
ant to the people that he should not escape
if ne is guilty, and important to ns all. jou
have given the case patient attention, it lias
been tried fairly, with rigorous and strict impar¬
tiality. It has' neeh tried in an excellent and
proper spirit by the learned counsel for the de-
leuce, as it always is by the prosecuting officers,
No efforts were made to impede the administra¬
tion of Justice or cause delay. From the tune the
pn&ouer was indicted to now Is a very snor*
space of time. Kverythmg has b2en done with
lalrncss and impnruality, and efforts on your part
to get at the trutu, as evidenced by your frequent

'intelligent questions. I leave the case in vout
hands, trusting that you will arrive at a result
sausiactory to yourselves. your consciences and
tne pub ic, whom we serve.
The jury retired at twenty miautes past seven

o'clock P. M,
TUR J0RY COME INTO COCHT.

The jury catue iuto court at ten minutes past
nine P. M. The court room fllied almost In an
lustant, the deepest mteuce prevailing wtieu.iu'lue
Barrett resumed tils scat on the bench, toilowed
by tue Clerk, Mr. sparic. mere was a moment o(
quiet excitement a* the jury re-entered, the offi¬
cers having considerable trouble in clearing tne
passage ways inside me bar luvadea t>y the
crowd.
The jary then relumed their iear3.
The Clerk.(ientlaiuen oi tne jury, answer to

your names.
Mr. spark.Gentlemen of tuo jury, have you

agreed upon your verdicif
The Foreman.Your Honor, we desire to have

the teatlraooy or Kichard fc. Johnson read.
Mr. Robert Henyngl, the Stenographer of the

Court, bv direction ol Judge Barrett, tticn read
out the testimony of the witness Johnsou.
Tnejury again retired.

WAITIKO ro* Til* VBUDICT,
After the Judge'a charge, which terminated at

ten minutes past seven, the jury reared to the
room oo the upper door of the court House,
while many of those who had crowded the
conrt left after their long sitting. An imme¬
diate rush was made by those who had been Keptoutside to get inside, and the court room
waa well Oiled. Tne men lounged around the
benches *nd <)iai'UMK»d the WM on thla aide

| ana tsar me Almost general opinion w»« tnat it
would result id so acquittal: but, ss the Jury oon-
tinued to remain out for some time, this opiulou
grew with many Into a nervous feeling tnat it
might not be as lavorable as wm first
expected. In the meantime a lull squad of

Fiollce were brought up to the court room
u charge or a sergeant aud remained stationed
about 'lie doort and in the court room itself, as tf
they expected something in the shape 01 a rescue.
Whatever gave rise to this opinion it was impossi¬
ble to fathom, as the prisoner remained seated
In the cnair he had occupied all day for
fully three-quarters oi an hour alter the
Jury had retired. He *aa surrounded by a num-
ber of personal and political friends, among whom
were Coroner Woltman, Judson Javvis, Deputy
Sheriff Keye», I)r. MacWhinnie, the Coroner's
deputy; Aldermen Lysa^ht aud Flanagan, County
cleric Walsh and a number of others. He ap¬
peared to be personally much leas nervous
and agitated than the friends around him.
He, In lact. took the matter with so
much stoicism that no one would have picked him
out In the throng as the nan tor whom such a
momentous issue was hanging by a thread. He
spoke quietly and logically, aud submitted to tue
guze of the crowd wituout betraying the least sign
of annoyance or trouble. After some Hue lie
retired to another room, where he was less
publicly exposed. It was noticeable that the
court room was in large part occupied by the
friends of the prisoner, aud among the spectators
was the Sheridau over whom still hangs an
unpleasant doubt as to his share in
the election day tragedy, The class of
people present was in the main a good
one. and all the conversation which took place
was ol a quiet character, and almost exclusively
bearing upon the matter under trial. This man's
evidence and that man's were quoted aud com-
men ted upon, btu with no show of violent
leeling, and even the Judge's charge came
in for Its share of praise and blame.

I During the recess Judge Barrett retired to his
private room and took a light lunch. The counsel
011 bo'.h sides also leit the court room and disap-peared pending the coming hack of the anxiously
looked lor Jury, it was evident, lrom the appear-
auce of things, that the public was excited to an
unusual deoth by ;hls singul tr case.
As time wore on the opinion became prevalent

that the Jury was dtagreemg, and public expecta¬
tion was on tiptoe when this body of twelve men,
"good and true," returned and took tneir position
In their cuairs. This was at Olteen minutes past
nine. Then the counsel came in, smiling and self-
complacent, and flualiy the Judge himself, looking
entirely Indifferent to the whole matter. The
prisoner entered the court room last. Ail was
hush and expectancy and the room in a moment
became densely crowded.
Then came the usual formula of the Court on

thexe solemn occasions.
Clerk Sparks aroje and said
"Gentlemen of the jury, you will please answer

to your names."
The Jury did so. one by one.
Judge Barrett."Have you agreed upon a ver¬dict?'"
The foreman of the Jury arose and said*..
..We desire to have the testimony of Mr. John-

son read."
The testimony of Mr. Johnson, wno testified 10

having Becu the scuffle on Second aveuije lrom a
window, and who was one ol ihe witnesses lor
the delence, was read. The main point of thift
testimony was that he had not seen a pistol in the
bands ol either Ci oker or O'Urien.
This reading was listened to with breathless

Into, est, and waB taken as being an index ol what
the Jury thought. The jury Itself paid the most
undivided attention to tnis testimony.
As this was going on a shade of anxiety came

over the immobile countenance of Coroner Cro-
ker, and be sat back in his chair, seeming in¬
stinctively to avoid the gaze which he felt to be
n' on him.
The Jury, after the reading, again retired to

deliberate, and this gave rise to a new avalanche
ol opiniooB lrom all Bides as to how they stood
and what they meant oy asking for this testi¬
mony.
At a quarrer to eleven supper was sent for and

served to the Jnry. The Impression thereupon
deepened that it would be a disagreement.
At twenty minutes to twelve o'clock, the Jury

falling to come in with a verdict, Jadge Barrett
came into Court aud annonnced that the Jury
would be locked up for the night, and the Court
adjourned until eleven o'clock this morning.

"MABIA MONK'S DAUGHTER."
An action has been instituted in the Supreme

Court oi this city by Lizzie St. John Eckel, the au¬
thoress of "Maria Monk's Daughter," plaintiff,
against the Mew York Sun Printing and Publish¬
ing Association, for an alleged raise and ae.'ama-
tory libel contained in a criticism of the above
named work, which appeared in the Sun under
the signature of "A Constant Header," headed
"Maria Monk's Daughter-A Word of Warning."
Damages are laid at $28,000. The following is the
complaint sworn to by the plaintiff in the case:.
New York suprkmk Oot'RT..LLzzte St. John

Eckel, plaintiff, v.->. The New York Sun Printingand Publishing Association, defendant..'The com¬
plaint of the plaintiff respectfully shows:.

l. That the deiendant at tue time hereinafter
mentioned was and still Is a corporation, duly in¬
corporated under the laws oi tue State 01 New
York, doing business in the city ol New York.

Jl. mat the plaintiff is the author of a book en¬
titled "Maria Monk's Daughter," which, d ore
the committing of the grievances by tue defend¬
ant herelnalter mentioned, was printed, copy¬righted and published.

ill. Tbut saul book, being a history of her lire,among Other things contained a true account of
the early sufferings of the plaintiff, her subsequentconversion to a belief in the doctrines ol the
Christian religion, the means whereby she ob-
taiucd an abiding faith lu Cod, the reasoningwhich finally compelled her to adopt religion as
lier guide, her subsequent life as induced by her
reading ol the Holy sciiptures and explanations
lu narrative form of many oi the beauties or the
christian religion, and especially of the Catholic/aitiir"**--" - .

IV. That before the plaintiff's said book was
published the plaintiff cuinuitteu the manuscript,
or the advanced sheets thereof, to several re¬
ligious and reputable men, for their opinion and
criticism oi and upon said book, and has received
from them the strongest encomiums in regard to
said book, and assurances irom them that the cir-
culatlon of said b -ok was likely to altl and benefit
the cause oi religion and morality; and that to
promote such cause was among the chiel objects
oi Iter writing It.

V. That on or about (he 7th day of November,1874, the deiendant, well knowing the premises,but contriving and maliciously Intending to
injure the plaintiff in her good name, lame
and credit as author or said book, and to
brtng her, as snch author, and her said
book into general contempt, disgrace and
Infamy, and to cause it to' be suspectedaud believed that the plaintiff had Intentionallyand irom unworthy and base motives, aud under
the guise of religion, published a vile and Indecent
book, winch was peruiclous in its influences, es¬
pecially upon the morality ol the young, and cal¬
culated to inflict disgrace upon the Catholic
church, and lurther caused it to be believed that by
means of tricky management sne had obtained
support aud tavor irom said hook irom Catholics,published in a certain daily newspaper known as
tue Sun, of which me deiendant was then and
now is the proprietor, a lalse, malicious aud de¬
famatory libel ot and concerning the plaintiff as
tue author ot the book aforesaid, ana ot and co n-
cerninghcr book and the matter therein con-
tatueu, lu the following words:.
"MARIA MONK'S PAPUHTBR".A WORD OF WARNING,To thk Editor or thk Suns-
Rib.Vou have done . Rood (teed In exposing the true

nature ol the autobiography ot the pretended daughterot Maria Monk. The awtai disclosures ol thai aban¬doned woman, as well a* her name, tiaa long lainburied out nt'mht like some pestilential earrlon whose
grave no one cared or dared lo disturb. It is doubly un-
lortiiiate t iai mis ill name should attain be dragged Iromthe lower darkness to the light of day, and that thehiind guilty ol this outrage on morality and decencyshould claim lo be tue hand ot Maria Monk's owiichild.
Wtiatia worse K that this new book Is calculated toInflict a deeper disgra.e on the Roman Catholic Churchand a more latai iniur.v on the morality ot our youngpeople than the pliiiideriin; slanders exposed Ionic agobv Colonel Stone, it hypocritically pretend* to he "a

work of reparation." while It is in realiiv more perni¬cious to morality aud more Injurious to all religion than
undisguised obscenity.
The soul of the writer I* »o thorouarhlv defiled and .-at-

united with moral poisou that we must charitably bo-
lieve her to be unconscious of the evil effect ol her re ve¬
la; Ions on the pure minds id' ilie voung. Iter hook U una
which no Christian tnilier or mother can allow their
children to read without incurring deadly guilt.What is worse than nil is that it is sought to popntar-Ue this production auiouir Catholic* by putting U> au¬thor prominently forward In fairs gotten up lor relleiotw
or charitable purposes, aud thereby giving an indirect»anotion to the book and the writer.
She tells us that the study ot her life has l>een "to find

out men's weaknesses and to use them " It is preciselytlK person* who direct charily lairs who have the least
experience of such design* as hers Iter place should be.It Iter siory tie trn<*. among the penitents of the UoodShepherd, rattier than among ilie innocent and guilelessgirls who devote their litn" to charllv lairs.It may be. however, ijuiic cuflleient to expose thestratagem, in order to warn the community against oneot the holdesrand cleverest artifices ever enipioved toadvertise aud to -sell a bad book

A CONSTANT READER.
VI. And the plaintiff farther shows, that by

means ol the aioresuld wrougiul acts aud doings
ol the said deiendant site is greatly prejudiced lu
credit and reputation a* an author as aforesaid,
and otherwise greatly wronged and injured in and
by the aioresatu wrougiul and malicious acts ana
aolngs oi tnc defend int to her damage #25,000.
Wherefore the plaintiff demands judgment In

the sum or $23,006, together wltu the cosis of this
action.

TOWN'SEND A WEED, r;alntl£Ts Attorneys,
234 Broadway, New York.

City and County qf Xtno 1 oik, ss.Lizzie St.
John Eckel, of said city, being duly sworn, savs
that the loregoutg complaint la true oi her own
knowledge, except as to the matters therein
stated on information aad bene!, and that as to
those matters she believes it to i>e true,

i L. ST. JOHN ECKEL.
Sworn to before me this litu day or December,1374.iukouuH* avis, Notary Public, New York

county.
No retnrn has yet been made to the summons

and complaint.
A STRANGLED BABY.

The body or a newly born female Infant wasI found last evening In iront ol No. Ili West Six
teenth street. The cluld bad evidently beenI strangled b» means of a cord tj|d abpat It* neck

THE SCANDAL.
The Tillon-Beeeher Caie-Tbe Order lor

Particulars AppriUd From.
Notices of trial were Died by the counsel for the

defence In the Tllton-Beecher case yesterday upon
Hie attorney* for the plaintiff. The note of issue
was also filed. Messrs. Morris and Peara&ll,
couaael for Mr. Tilton, served a notice of appeal
from the decision of judge McCue granting a bill
of particulars upon Mr. Shearman, Mr. Beecher's
attorney, yesterday afternoon. The appeal 1s
taken on the ground that the court shall not limit
the prosecution ou the trial to the prooi of auy par-
tlcular time aud place. They hold that although the
discretion of the Court in graining the order is
not appealable to the Court of Appeals, so much
ol the order as prohibits the prosecution from
proving any other acts than those specified may
be argued upon exceptions taken by the plaintiff.
The argument will be heard before Judges Neilson
and McCue, in Ueueral Term, daring (he ensuing
week.
The referee In the Proctor-Monlron case, Mr.

Benjamin D. Hitliiuan, will make his report to
Judge Woodruff, United states circuit Court, to¬
morrow (Monday).
General Tracy suld yesterday, while comment*

tng upon a rumor to the effect that Til ton would
receive a sum of money and that the case would
end there, "You can rest assured that lie will re¬
ceive nary a red' from us. There will L>e no com¬
promise oy us. The Idea that Mr. Ueecher would
consent to such a thing Is too outrageous to oe
believed. Mr. Beecner. personally, has oeeo
ready for trial for the last two months. The only
trouble Is wlta the counsel, as a matter of lact,
the counsel ou neither side have been ready.
They do not want to go Into it unprepared, as
they would have been had the case gone on this
month. Jusuco could not. oe done if they were
crowded into fifteen days."

A Daughter's Evidence.
To the Editor of the Herald:.

In your article of this morning you Impute to
Mr. Tilton the avowal of a purpose to call nis
daughter as a witness la the trial of his action
against Mr. Beecher. If you will read Mr. l'Hton's
affidavit critically you will observe he does uot In¬
timate auy such intention. Indeed, his daughter
is an incompetent and inadmissible witness -o
prove the coniessions of Mrs. Tilton. In resistlug
the application tor a otlt of particulars .Mr. Tiltou
was required to state the sources ol nis informa¬
tion, and thus he necessarily pointed to the
daughter. 1 happen to know that under do cir¬
cumstances will Mr. Tilton allow nis daughter CO
appear on the trla' for any purpose.
New Yokk, Dec. 12, 1874. A LAWYER.

A FAMILY OF BOBBERS.

Details of Their Operations.The Mill-
tary Called Oat to Arrest Them.An
Unsuccessful Search.

Stamford, Conn., Dec. 12.1874.
The community was thrown into great excite*

ment this morning by the call of High Sheriff Leeds
for twenty-five men or Company Q, Fourth regi¬
ment, c. N. a., Captain E. B. Lever, to go to what
is known as "Roxbury," In the northwest section
of Stamford, and distance from the railway station
abont three miles, to capture a band of rob*
bers. In that place have resided for many
years a family of seven persons named Mackey,
whose depredations lu thieving and burglary have
been the disgrace of Stamford and have put to the
test the best efforts of the authorities to arrest
and cause them to be punished! Ten years ago
this family worked in a woollen mill near the vll-
lage, then in full operation, but getting tired of
hard work the lather purchased a larm at the
point named, and, under the guise of honest hus¬
bandmen, be and his rour sons have pursued

WATS THAT ARB DARK,
and their house has at ail times since been the
.headquarters for thieves and the receptacle for
stolen goods. It seems that on Thursday night
last the store of George Palmer, at Long Ridge,
was broken into and a quantity of groceries stolen.
A light snow fell during the night and Mr.
Palmer tracked a wagon to the Mackey's house
aud arrived Just in time to see the rather and his
sons unloading tnelr pluuder. He at once sent
word to the Sheriff, who, with five Stamford
men started for the lious.', which tbey reached
during the afternoon. Ah they approached
tho thieves seemed to have received .

warning, took to the woods, and all
escaped except the old man, whose
name Is johu Mackey. He was brought to the
lockup lu this place, and the party then searched
the house and reinaiuea all night. This morning,
the matter having attracted attention, Sheriff
Leeds called on the village military organization,
as stated, to proceed to the capture ot the
offenders. Seventeen men responded, and,
thoroughly ahned and equipped, thev left
at eleven o'clock. They scoured the woods every¬
where, and in their movements called to mind
some or the sceoes enacted hereabout in 1861; but
no trace or the Mackey* could be found. In their
o^iniou the thieves had departed during the night
for more distant parrs, and at half-past three the
party returned to Stamford. The Mackeys are a
notoriously desperate lamily, with crime atone lor
a history. The numerous robberl a committed in
thts yiciuity lately may be attributed to tuem.

THE WEEHAWKEN M0D0C8 DI8PER8ED.
Tlie Ontrsgt on Old Anne Oeerlng
Avcnpetl.A Detperado Sentenced to
Twelve Tears. i

Some weeks ago the report oI a shocking out-
rage perpetrated on Anne Deering, an old woman
of sixty, by a gang of ruffians, at Weehawken, ap¬
peared in the Herald. This outrage, which was
ouly one In the long catalogue of crimes perpe-
trated by this gang, aroused the Indignation of the
community to such a pitch that It was
determined the rowdies should be extermi¬
nated. Three of the gang were hunted
down and Indicted by the Qrand Jury. The ring¬
leader in the attack upon the old woman was a
young desperado named Patrick Kirwan. He has
ju«t been convicted in the Court of Quarter Ses-
slons. While conflued in the jail he attacked his
keepers and rought wltu the tury or a wild beast.
Judge Hoffman's remarks In passing sentence
were tne most wholesome delivered lu that Court
since the couvlction and sentence of the notorious
Tommy Had<len, the Water street missionary. In
sentencing Kirwan the Court, alter enumerating
the crimes attributed to tois gang, said:.
"The crowning act of crime committed by
them was the outrage on the deiencelcss
old woman.an outrage which the Court doubts
has any equal in toe annals of crime. So bad
hare these law breakers become tuat they are
evidently past redemption. The Court knows you
to be a bad boy, aud Is satisfied that if any
lenlem-y was shown to you you would renew the
commission of your crimes. The Court intends to
put vou wh re you will be of nu further trouble to
this community lor some time, and the sentence is
twelve years at Hard labor in the state Prison."

THE COOPER PSION FREE COURSE.
Lecture on tlie "Ancient Glaciers of the

Country".By Professor Morse.
The large hall of Cooper Union was filled last

evening with a highly intelligent looking audience,
who had come to hear the last ol Professor Horse's
course of lectures on the "Ancient Glaciers of the
Country." The platform was so crowded wltH
ladies and gentlemen that finally not only the new
arrivals had to be turned in among the ranks, but
several occupied chairs had to be removed so that
a lull view or the blackboard upon which tbe lec-
turer was to illustrate might be had by the audi-
ence near the side doors. As u«ual. Peter
Cooper occupicd a prominent seat on the platform,
receiving a flattering reception on his arrival.
Proiessor Morso was introduced by Mr. Hewitt,
Secretary of the Union, who made a lew remarks
to the effect that in mture the doors would be
closed promptly at eight o'clock, and not re¬
opened until the lecture was over, this course
being lound necessiry, owing to the disturbance
about seats at the beglumug ol former meetings.
Trofessor Morse, of coarse, discussed the subject
of glaciers tuliy, tracing tbeir progress in the for¬
mation of tlie couutnes, aud explaining alt the
theories in regard to them that had everDeen ad-
vunced by scientists. TUe lecture lasted the usual
bour.

THE JEBBEY WATER SUPPLY.
The North Hudson County Water Commissioners,

charged with the initiation of a scheme by wbioh
It is proposed to saddle a $+,000,000 burden upon
the upper townships of that county, held a meet¬
ing last evening, wneu the secretary's report was
presented and read. This dwnment sets forth
that real esrat* owners, representing nearly
$3,000,(MM) Worth of property, have entered protests
against, tne inauguration ot the enterprise. The
omrageous leattire of the scheme la that all the
property owners who did uut protest i ositively
against it are set down as having voted for if, and
Lence the report makes It appear that ths owners
ol $17,000,000 worth ei real estate have favored
tne protect. The Commissioners, accordingly,
have requestad Attorney General Gilchrist to pre¬
pare a bill for passage by the Legislature provtd-
Ingforine const ruction of the water works. The
game is one ot ibe many emanations ol Uoboken
politicians, and the Attorney General Is not likely
to compromise himself by Having anything to 4o
with a project which will ultimately entail a debt
ol $&.ooo.ooo noon tbe ©veiburdenod taxoaverst

THE 'LONGSHOREMEN.

Condition of Aff»ir< on lb« Hirer Fronts
Yeaterda y.

Matters along the river fronts yesterday, so fkr
as t tie 'longshoremen were concerned, seemed on-

changed. The owners and agents of the sailing
vessels are paying the old rates in most instances,
bat the steamship men, with one or two minor ex¬
ceptions, hare adhered to their schedule of re¬

duced prices with great unanlmWy. On the other
baud the union men seem careless about the
peculiar condition in which they have been placed,
yet take evident pleasure in assuring all
inquirers that they will never again work
r r the steamship men unless they agree to their
terms. On South street ttie impression ot many
o( these locked out laborers was that they could
continue idle for weeks to come witnoat being
compelled to seek their old employers, and would
do so happen what may. l'ney scouted the lde»
that the arms and corporations against which
they are fighting have the least power to wort
destruction to the union, as their organization is
Just as strong as ever with no signs ot weakness.
Notwithstanding the bold attitude whicn is
assumed by them, however, some of their older
members have cut adri:t irom the relation* which
putiheinin a false position. out this number Is
but small compared with tlie thousands that are
gteadt&st and .uu ot zeal.
on pier No. 20.Messrs. c. II. Mftl'ory A Co the

non-society men wore working well in finishing
the loading of the steamers City 01 Waco, lor Key
West anu Galveston, ami the city or Dallas tor
Moorehead City. The gentlemen 111 charge of tuo
doek compliment the new nanJ* on ineir ability
and are confident tuat tne wages will oe lower
rauier than tugtier in a tew weeks.
The Oceanic, of the White star line, left her

duck on tne tuoruing tide, as did the VlLio de Paris,
0! the French line; also the City ot Brooklyn, of
the Inman line, and the Spain, 01 the National line,
while the Kl.rsia, of the Alienor line, and tie Oenry
Chauucey, ot the Pacific Mall, lert later in the day
n ith satisfactory cargoes and fair lists of passeu-
gprs.
The disagreement which has grown out of

tne strike between the 'longshoremen and their
former cmp.oyers is to be sincerely regretted.
While at present there does not seem any chance
01 either party relenting, yet it is to be hoped that
some arrangement may soou be made pointing to
a peaceful solution of the whole matter. Mean¬
while it is nov inappropriate to a^ftse the strikers
that they must not shut the door to common sense
li they wish to hold those pleasant relations with
the communltr which such a body 0/ laborers de¬
serve and are entitled to.
The delegates of the several branches of tne

'l.ouirsUoremeii's Protective Association met in
council last evening at Nos. 76 anil 78 Varick
street. There was a large attendance, out the
business of the session was not ascertained, as
the proceedings were conducted with closed doors.

THE SAILORS' STRIKE.

Th* Shipping In Philadelphia Absa*
doned-What the Seamen Demand-
Grand Parade Upon the Street with
Music and Banners.

Philadelphia, Dec. 11, 1874.
The principal streets of Philadelphia to-day have

presented a strange and unusually excited appear¬
ance. from an early hour this morning untl
quite late in the afternoon, 1,000 sailors, carry*
lng flags and transparencies, and beaded by a
band of music have been walking np and down
the main thoroughfares, presenting a sight which
the city has never belore witnessed. The proces¬
sion represented seafaring men of almost every
nationality, and was made np of the sailors of
every ship now in port. At an excited meeting
held last evening, In whloh hundreds of sallora
took part,

A 8ERIE8 07 RESOLUTIONS
was adopted declaring that tne rates of wages
should be as follows:.
To the (Julted Kingdom and the Continent of

Europe, $25 per month; Spanish Mam aud West
Indies, $20; coasts of Atrica and North America,
$20; British provinces and coastwise, $20;
arouud the Capes, $18; foreign vessels, oy
the run to Europe, $30. Tne resolutions also call
upon Congress to repeal the "Shipping Commis¬
sioners' act," oppose seamen's societies, and call
upou the courts to redress the alleged wrongs.
A committee was appointed to wait upon tne
ownerB of vessels to arrange terms of agreement,
and the meeting decided to have a procession
through the streets to-day.
At un early nour this morning the wharves along

the Delaware and Schuylkill were crowded with
scaiartng men of all nationalities, many of whom
were entirely Ignorant of tne language, but who
nevertheless understood the significance of the
stand vher had taken. Through the long proces¬
sion was a great variety 01 foreign and American
flags, Including the Btarry Union Jack. There
were several transparencies also, bearing inscrip¬
tions sucu as the following:.

E"Remember we defend our'couutrfinTmie~f*of war." j

"ilie friendless sailors ask far only what is ;
I right." *

There are 136 vessels of different classes la Che
harbor and the sailors deserted thein all, aud
hence ttiey are lor the present virtual!/ "wrecked
in port." Taeur cargoes are rocking on :he tide,
and the commerce ot tue port, whicu amounts to
liuudreds or thousands or dollars, aaddealy and
unexpectedly held in check.

AMONO THI SAILORS.
The sailors, contrary to wuat might bare been

expected, were not riotous or disorderly, but
quiet, sober and determined. They consider the
reduction oi tUeir wages to the extent or twenty-
tive per cent as highly unjust, and claim that tbe
salaries previously given were barely surticient
to enable them to support their wives and
lamllies. At the formlug of tbe procession
tliIf morning there were no drunken or threaten¬
ing demonstrations, and the parade, while ap¬
pearing, (rom its rnde, motley dre*s, exceedingly
peculiar and grotesque, was very orderly and dig-
niUed. There Is no telling bow long the strike
win last nor what Its final issue will be, bnt the
excitement along tbe wharves is very great in¬
deed.

THE SHIPPING MASTERS.
The action of the men took tbe shipping masters

entirely by surprise, and at the hour or this writ¬
ing they have uot bad sufficient time to decide
what they will do. All tney state Is that the ship¬
ping business iroru the port of Philadelphia bas
been eo dull or late that tbey cannot afford to par
the sailors as much as tbey nave given them in the
past.

THE CARPET MAKERS.
A meeting of the operatives lately employed la

the carpet factory of E. s. Biggins A Co., of West
Forty-third street, who, to tne number of some
1,500 men, boys and girls have been on a strike, re¬
sisting a reduction of wages since the 1st instant,
was neld last evonlng at the National As¬
sembly Rooms, West Forty-fourth street. Mr.
Murphy, tbe factory superintendent, presided, and
made a speech detailing tbe grievances com¬
plained of. Be said, "Mr. Biggins has treated
you as tbongh you had never neiped blm. Hence
we Uave now to devise some plan by wbicb we
cau obtain redress." A committee to wait
on tbe company was Men appointed, con¬
sisting or Messrs. Charles Offenshee,
William Jolm Wilson, Jobn Bearing, William Cor-
bett and Bouert Smyihe. with a committee of la¬
dles, consisting of Misses Alice Baekier, Jane Ap-
bergele, Mary Jane Ferguson and Bridget Klynn.
Tins committee was ordered to wait on the com¬
pany at the office or store on Monday morning,
and to report on that evening to a general meet¬
ing o! tbe bands.

THE SINKING FUND SECURITIES.
An Examination To Be Made ltjr the

Commissioner! of Accounts.
Mayor Vance yesterday issued tbe following

letter:.
OcciMsin il 1S71

7o the CoifJiissto^ms or Arcocsrs:.
OKKTi.BBM-At a meeting of the Commissioner* of

the sinking Fund a reaolutlon wa< adopted bv
which the Mayor aud Uhamborlala ware ap¬
pointed a committee to examine and report
on the Sinking fund securluee. This resolution
dr>e« not ra«*t with my approval. Tbe Commissioners
of the linking Fund are tbe lawful custodian* ol Uie
securites, and as both the Mayor and Chamlerlain aro
members of the Tom mltalon, the duae* of ascertaining
and determining whether tbe securities are intact ought
to devolve upon and be performed by seme other an-

Hy tfre charter the tfoty Is icspoeeg apon torn, and I
have, therefore, to request that, .With as ilttfe delay as
possible, yon proceed with and make a careful and thor¬
ough examination of all tba aecurUieata tbe sinking
fund, and report tbe result Of the examination at IbisHSAPVip mtk.
KomoiPAL aoaoaa to maiiiixioi.
Tbe Common Oouaoil bate not yet devised any

programme for tbe entertainment of King Kaia-
kaua. Tbe Committee of tbe Board of Aldermen
In charge ot the affair are Aldermen McCammy,
Qllon, Koch, Ottendorter and Paiconer. His
Majesty t« net expected to arrive bare before tbe
20mi. some of tbe committee suggest adinner at
the Windsor Hotel, and a tnmootof tbe National
Guard. Members of tbe chamoer of Commerce
aud prominent merchants will b6 invited to take
part in the reception. , .
Da Tuesday next a meeting of the Common

Council committee win l>e held to make definite
I arrangement*


